
Please join us for a 
delightful sPringtime 
exPerience in melbourne!

the conference venue is opposite the 
beautiful flagstaff gardens and only a few 
blocks from southbank, federation square, 
the melbourne aquarium, national gallery, 
Queen Victoria market and much more.

the radisson on flagstaff gardens: 
380 William street, melbourne 
Phone: (03) 9322 8000  
fax: (03) 9322 8888 
email: resmelb@radisson.com.au 
Website: www.radisson.com

register noW!

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 16-17 OCTOBER
RADISSON ON FLAGSTAFF GARDENS, MELBOURNE

aco national 
conference 2010

Proudly sPonsored by

features of the inaugural aco national conference:

•	a comprehensive and diverse program – keynote addresses, plenary 
sessions, elective sessions

•	an impressive line up of expert speakers from australia and new Zealand

•	the great debate “refractive surgery – the demise of optometry?”

•	optional pre-conference clinical workshops (friday 15 october) and post-
conference cPr course (monday 18 october) at the aco, carlton

•	up to 48 cPd points for attendance, plus optional assessments for extra points



sPeaKers

Mr Andrew Hogan BScOptom graduated in 1993 
(university of melbourne) and then entered into private 
practice in hobart, tasmania, where he works in the areas 
of children’s vision, contact lenses and sports optometry. 
he is a consultant optometrist to the tasmanian institute of 
sport, is a part-time broadcaster with the abc in tasmania 
and presents the weekly “nerdzilla” with abc online. 

Dr Anne Weymouth BOptom, PhD is a researcher who 
completed her Phd in 2006 (university of melbourne).  
her overall research and clinical focus is to refine 
techniques for the early detection and localisation of 
diseases within the visual pathway. in her clinical role, she 
performs advanced investigation and assessment of retinal 
disease and visual function.

Dr Daniel Chiu MBBS, FRANZCO graduated in medicine at 
university of melbourne, royal melbourne hospital clinical 
school in 1992. after pursuing further fellowship training in 
oxford, uK in 2001 he returned to melbourne to join the 
Vitreo-retinal unit at the rVeeh and medical ophthalmolgy 
clinic at the royal melbourne hospital as a visiting 
consultant. he has a private practice in east melbourne.

Dr Eric Mayer MB BCh, PhD, FRCOphth, FRANZCO 
graduated from the university of oxford medical school in 
the uK, with a research degree in neural transplantation 
from the university of cambridge. he is a retinal and 
macular diseases specialist in private practice in melbourne.

Mr George Stamatelatos BScOptom graduated in 1987 
(university of melbourne) and has since had extensive 
experience in retail optometry and private practice. in 1998, 
he moved to a specialty clinic to pursue his interest in 
refractive and cataract surgery. his extensive knowledge in 
refractive laser and incisional techniques has allowed him to 
lecture both nationally and internationally.

Dr Jennifer Craig PhD, MCOptom, FAAO, FBCLA  
undertook her optometry studies at glasgow caledonian 
university and was awarded a Phd in 1995. she is senior 
lecturer in ophthalmology and holds an honorary academic 
position in optometry and Vision science, at the university 
of auckland nZ.

Dr Joseph San Laureano BSc, MBBS, MMed (Ophthal), 
FRANZCO completed a master of medicine at the 
university of melbourne, in the area of glaucoma and 
undertook ophthalmology training at the Prince of Wales 
hospital, sydney. he is the head of a divisional clinic at the 
royal Victorian eye and ear hospital and operates his own 
practice in three melbourne/Victorian centres.

Dr Julian Sack MB BCh, FCS(Ophth), FRACS, FRANZCO 
graduated in medicine in 1984 (university of Witwatersrand, 
johannesburg) and operates a specialist cataract and 
refractive private practice in melbourne. he is one of the few 
practitioners in australia who performs implantable contact 
lens surgery.

Dr Justin Friebel MBBS, FRANZCO completed his medical 
degree at monash university and his ophthalmology 
training was based at the royal Victorian eye and ear 
hospital. he specialises in the area of oculoplastic, eyelid 
and endoscopic lacrimal surgery and cataract surgery.

Mrs Kelly Gibbons BAppSciOrth (Hons), BOptom, 
PGCertOcTher is an optometrist who operates a 
private practice in Wodonga, Victoria. she was awarded 
her bachelor of optometry (2000) and a Postgraduate 
certificate in therapeutics (2006) from the university 
of melbourne. her professional interests include ocular 
disease and children’s vision.

Dr Laura Downie BOptom, PhD, DipMus (Prac), 
PGCertOcTher, AMusA graduated with a bachelor 
of optometry (university of melbourne 2003) and 
completed her Phd on retinal disease in 2008. 
over the past six years she has practised in both 
general and specialist private optometry.

Dr Laurie Sullivan MBBS (Hons), PhD, FRANZCO is a 
fellowship-trained corneal specialist. he specialises in the 
medical and surgical treatment of diseases of the front of 
the eye, including small incision refractive cataract surgery, 
corneal diseases, corneal transplantation surgery and laser 
refractive surgery.

Dr Mark Troski MBBS, FRANZCO, FRACS commenced 
ophthalmic training at moorfields eye hospital in london, 
later completing his registrar training at the royal Victorian 
eye and ear hospital. his practice in melbourne is now 
exclusively devoted to cataract surgery. he has pioneered a 
number of new intraocular lenses and surgical techniques.

Mrs Marta Kezerashvili BScOptom completed her 
optometry degree in 2004 (university of melbourne). 
since then she has undertaken clinical work focusing on 
refractive surgery patient care and is now the practice 
manager at a private practice in melbourne.

Dr Michael Loughnan MBBS (Hons), PhD, FRANZCO  
graduated in medicine at monash university, completed his 
doctorate at melbourne university and completed training 
in ophthalmology at flinders medical centre, adelaide and 
rVeeh. he specialises in the medical and surgical treatment 
of diseases of the anterior eye including cataract, corneal 
graft and ptergyium surgery.

Dr Nandor Jaross MD, PhD, FRANZCO graduated 
in medicine from the medical university of debrecen, 
hungary and was later awarded a Phd in medicine 
(adelaide university 2003). since 2006, he has been in 
private practice in melbourne.

Dr Nick Karunaratne MBBS, MPH, MBA, FRANZCO  
graduated from university of adelaide medical school and 
completed ophthalmology training in adelaide. following 
this he undertook a masters degree in Public health at johns 
hopkins university, a Preventative ophthalmology fellowship 
at the Wilmer eye institute and a glaucoma fellowship at 
Kentucky lions eye research institute. on returning to australia 
he worked as a senior lecturer ophthalmology, university of 
adelaide and now works in private practice in Wangaratta.

Mr Paul Croucher BSc, BScOptom, FACBO, FCOVD, FACO  
has worked in paediatric and behavioural vision care in 
private practice in melbourne since graduation. he lectures 
at the university of melbourne and in paediatric optometry 
for the unsW master’s course. he has previously held 
positions as national secretary and national President of the 
australasian college of behavioural optometrists. 

Assoc Prof Richard Vojlay BScOptom, LOSc, FACO, 
PGCertOcTher, DipHuman (Music) graduated in 
optometry in 1974 (university of melbourne) and currently 
practices in camberwell. in 2008 he was appointed 
associate Professor to the university of melbourne and 
lectures to the 4th and 5th year students on keratoconus 
and corneal graft contact lens fitting.

Prof Sarah Hosking PhD MCOptom FAAO DBO MAICD  
is currently director of the national Vision research institute 
and acting ceo of the aco. she has extensive experience in 
the education, science, practice and management of optometry 
and other disciplines. she has held several professorial 
academic appointments in the uK and most recently in the 
department of ophthalmology, university of melbourne.



 conference Program
Optional Pre-conference Clinical Workshops Friday 15 October (conducted at the ACO, Carlton)
9.00am – 12.30pm Optical Coherence Tomography - ms mary travis, dr devinder chauhan

1.30pm – 5.00pm Gonioscopy and Other Glaucoma Assessment Techniques - dr genevieve napper

Day 1: Saturday 16 October

8.30am – 9.00am REGISTRATION DAY 1

9.00am – 9.05am Welcome - mr andrew harris, President, aco

9.05am – 10.00am Keynote Address: Expanding the Role of Optometry in Diabetes Management: Exploring the Clinical Utility of Ophthalmic Markers of  
Diabetic Neuropathy - Prof nathan efron

10.00am – 10.45am Optometry and the New Internet Web 2.0 - mr andrew hogan

10.45am – 11.15am MORNING TEA

11.15am – 1.00pm Diseases of the Eye 
		•	Making	Sense	of	Ocular	Surface	Lumps	and	Bumps	-	dr michael loughnan 
  •	Retinal	Degenerations:	Issues	of	More	Than	Mere	Peripheral	Interest	-	dr eric mayer 
  •	Age	Related	Macular	Degeneration:	Resolving	the	Central	Issues	-	dr nandor jaross

1.00pm – 1.45pm DESIGNS FOR VISION LUNCH

1.45pm – 2.45pm Cataract Surgery: Nothing Ever Changes?? - dr mark troski

2.45pm – 3.45pm Secondary Glaucomas: Facts I Wish I Had Known Earlier - dr joe san laureano

3.45pm – 4.15pm AFTERNOON TEA

4.15pm – 5.30pm Elective Session 1: (delegates choose either elective 1A or 1B) 
		•	Elective	1A:	Paediatric	Optometry:	the	ABC	of	Children’s	Visual	Problems	-	mr Paul croucher  
		•	Elective 1B: Congenital Eyelid Anomalies: Diagnosis and Surgical Approaches - dr justin friebel

5.30pm – 7.00pm CARL ZEISS AUSTRALIA COCKTAILS

7.30pm Dinner, Radisson on Flagstaff Gardens (optional)

Day 2: Sunday 17 October

7.30am – 8.50am CR SURFACING LABORATORIES BREAKFAST - Prof sarah hosking

8.50am – 9.00am REGISTRATION DAY 2

9.00am – 9.05am Welcome - dr erica fletcher, chair, aco Professional development committee

9.05am – 10.00am Keynote Address: ‘Now That you are Registered – What’s Different?’ - mr colin Waldron

10.00am – 11.15am Great Debate: Refractive Surgery – the Demise of Optometry? 
Facilitator: dr michael loughnan  
		•	Affirmative Team: dr laurie sullivan, dr jennifer craig, dr julian sack  
		•	Negative Team: Prof nathan efron, mrs marta Kezerashvili, mr george stamatelatos

11.15am – 11.45am  MORNING TEA

11.45am – 12.45pm Tear Film Abnormalities: Penetrating All the Layers So That Patients Are Never Left High and Dry - dr jennifer craig

12.45pm – 1.30pm ALCON LUNCH

1.30pm – 2.45pm    Elective Session 2: (delegates choose either elective 2A or 2B) 
		•	Elective	2A:	Co-management:	Two	Heads	Are	Better	Than	One	-	mrs Kelly gibbons, dr nick Karunaratne  
		•	Elective 2B: Corneal Topography and Orthokeratology: Mapping the Terrain to Ensure the Right Outcome -  
     assoc Prof richard Vojlay, dr laura downie

2.45pm – 3.15pm AFTERNOON TEA

3.15pm – 4.30pm An Eye on the Future: 
		•	Macular	Degeneration	and	Cellular	Regeneration:	Stem	Cells	and	Scaffolds - dr daniel chiu 
  •	Retinal	Physiology	and	Demystifying	Electrophysiology:	Visualising	Neurons	in	Action! - dr anne Weymouth

4.35pm CLOSE

Optional Post-conference CPR Course Monday 18 October (conducted at the ACO, Carlton)

10.00am – 1.00pm Conducted by First Aid Management and Training Centre

Keynote Speakers
Mr Colin Waldron DipAppSci (Optom), Cert OcTher, 
GradCertOcTher has been in private practice in 
Queensland for 40 years and currently practices in north 
tamborine. since 1990 he has been a visiting lecturer 
at Queensland university of technology. in 2009 he 
became the inaugural chairman of the optometry board 
of australia.

Prof Nathan Efron BScOptom, PhD, DSc, FAAO  
(Dip CCLRT), FIACLE, FCCLSA, FBCLA, FACO 
completed his bscoptom and Phd at the university of 
melbourne in 1981. in 1990 he became the foundation 
chair of clinical optometry at the university of 
manchester. he became head of department (1992), 
dean of research (2001) and was awarded a doctor 
of science. in 2006 he joined the school of optometry 

at the Queensland university of technology, as research 
Professor. at Qut he has established the anterior eye 
laboratory and is currently exploring the potential for 
corneal confocal microscopy of the sub-basal nerve 
plexus to serve as a marker of diabetic neuropathy.

each 
workshop

If you want to know more about our speakers,  
detailed biographies are available from  
www.aco.org.au



registration
Conference Registration (please tick) ACO Member Non Member
full conference registration sat & sun 16-17 october c $495 c $620

day delegate registration sat 16 october c $298 c $398

day delegate registration sun 17 october c $298 c $398

dinner at the radisson hotel (à la carte menu) sat 16 october Please indicate by Fri 8 October

Electives: Which elective sessions do you prefer to attend? (please tick)
saturday 16 october: c elective 1a: Paediatric optometry OR c elective 1b: congenital eyelid anomalies

sunday 17 october:  c elective 2a: co-management OR c elective 2b: corneal topography

Optional Pre-conference Clinical Workshops Friday 15th October (conducted at the aco, carlton) ACO Member Non Member
optical coherence tomography 9.00am – 12.30pm   c $235 c $352

gonioscopy and other glaucoma assessment techniques 1.30pm – 5.00pm c $235 c $352

Optional Post-conference CPR Course (conducted at the aco, carlton) ACO Member Non Member
monday 18 october 10.00am – 1.00pm c $44 c $55

c

Registration Details: i wish to register for the conference and/or other events as indicated above:    

How to Pay: By Fax c complete your credit card details below and fax to (03) 9349 7559 

 By Phone  c call (03) 9349 7477 with your credit card details (mastercard and Visa only) 

  By Mail c  complete this form and pay by credit card or cheque (made payable to the australian college of optometry). mail to the 
Professional development division, australian college of optometry, corner Keppel and cardigan streets, carlton Vic 3053

 By Email  c complete this form and scan and email to profdev@aco.org.au 

 Online  c at https://members.aco.org.au/ (note: non members can also pay online by creating an account)

Conference Cancellation Policy: a refund, less a 20% administration fee, is available if a cancellation is received 14 days prior to the conference. registrations are transferable by 
request. although every effort willl be made to keep events as represented, the aco reserves the right to make necessary changes or to cancel the program.

Public Transport: the radisson on flagstaff gardens is easily accessible by public transport. the closest train station is flinders street station and the hotel 
can also be accessed by tram no’s 30 and 24 via lonsdale street. for more information please go to www.metlinkmelbourne.com.au

Parking: travelling by car? there are a number of parking options:
•	 Secure Parking Private Car Park (24 hour access): Within easy walking distance of the radisson, secure Parking is located around the corner in  

a’beckett street. day tickets can be purchased at the radisson reception desk for aco conference rate of $10 per day. 
•	 Kim Lim Parking 162 A’Beckett Street $4 saturday or sunday; extra $11 overnight (note hours strictly saturday 7.00am – 6.00pm; sunday 9.00am – 5.00pm).
•	 On street parking: saturday 3 hour meter tickets at $4 per hour; sunday 2 hour free parking. 

Accommodation: the aco has negotiated affordable rates at the hotels listed below (please quote the aco for these special rates).  
note: delegates can obtain further accommodation options and public transport details, including a location map, from www.aco.org.au

Radisson on Flagstaff Gardens  
the 184-room hotel is located in the cbd opposite flagstaff 
gardens. there is easy access to public transport, including 
flagstaff train station and the free city circle tram.
•	 $165 for room only; $195 for premium room only
•	 380 William street, melbourne 
•	 Phone: (03) 9322 8000 fax: (03) 9322 8888
•	 email: resmelb@radisson.com and quote code aco 

Quest on William 
•	 studio apt $180 per night, 1 bedroom apt $190 per night
•	 2 bedroom apt $240 per night
•	 172 William street, melbourne 
•	 Phone: (03) 9605 2222 fax: (03) 9605 2233
•	 email: questonwilliam@questapartments.com.au 
•	 Website: www.questonwilliam.com.au
•	 Proximity: 500m to radisson on flagstaff

Vibe Hotel Carlton 
•	 from $125 for room only and car parking $8
•	 441 royal Parade, Parkville
•	 Phone: (03) 9380 9222 fax: (03) 9387 6846
•	 Website: www.vibehotels.com.au
•	 Proximity: 3.2km to radisson on flagstaff 

name on card card holder’s signature date

c i enclose a cheque for payment for the aco national conference and/or other events as indicated above OR 

c i enclose credit card details and the credit card holder authorises the australian college of optometry to debit the following credit card  

of $____________ for payment of the conference event(s), as indicated above: c Visa c mastercard 

card number:                                                                                                                                                                     expiry date:                                          

name Postal address

suburb/town state Postcode

Phone mobile fax

e-mail special dietry requirements for catering purposes

ATTENTION: NON MEMBERS OF THE ACO - BECOME A MEMBER NOW AND SAVE! 
did you know the full membership fee after 30 june is 50% of the annual rate ($104 compared to $208)? if you wish to claim the aco member rate for the 
conference and other events/resources now, by applying for aco membership, please indicate below: 

i wish to apply for aco membership for $104 c  (the aco will make further contact with you following receipt of this form including payment).

For further inquiries contact the ACO Professional Development Team   P: (03) 9349 7477   F: (03) 9349 7559   E: profdev@aco.org.au   W: www.aco.org.au


